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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information 
disclosure statement. 37 CFR 1.98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, "the 
list may not be incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a separate 
paper." Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on form PT0892, 
they have not been considered. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is 
clearly indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The following title is 
suggested: "DEVICE AND METHOD FOR THE MAGNIFICATION OF CONTENT 
HAVING A PREDETERMINED LAYOUT'. 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of typographical errors: 
(l) the word "screen" at the end of the first sentence should be plural; (2) the phrase "cannot 
be change changed" in the second to last sentence appears redundant, or alternatively, 
grammatically confusing. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Observations 

4. A claim limitation will be interpreted to invoke 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth 
paragraph, if it meets the following 3-prong analysis: 

(A) the claim limitations must use the phrase "means for" or "step for;" 

(B) the "means for" or "step for" must be modified by functional language; and 

(C) the phrase "means for" or "step for" must not be modified by sufficient structure, 
material or acts for achieving the specified function. 
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5. Claims 1 and 4-6 are not being treated under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. 
Although claims 1, and 4-6, include the phrase "means for" or "step for" they are 

modified (after each "wherein:" clause) by sufficient structure, material or acts for achieving 
the specified function. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claims 1-6, the term "relatively found" is a relative term which renders the 
claim indefinite. The term "relatively found" is not defined by the claim, the specification 
does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill 
in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. In each of the 
nine instances in Applicant's specification, in which the term "relatively found" is used, no 
information is provided as to the relationship of the position with regard to the previous 
block and subsequent block notwithstanding that it is relatively found. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 101 

7. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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In claim 6, a "program" is being recited - and would reasonably be interpreted by one 
of ordinary skill in the art as functional descriptive material (i.e. software perse). 
Applicant's specification makes clear that it claim 6 is intended to cover software (e.g. 
pages: 4 j 6, or 42). Accordingly, the subject matter of claim 6 is not limited to that which 
falls within a statutory category of invention because it is not limited to a process, machine, 
manufacture, or a composition of matter. Note that: although amending claim 6 to properly 
recite the required "computer storage medium" would overcome this rejection, such 
amendment would not distinguish over claim 5. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

11. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Harada et al (U.S. Pat No. 6,486,890). 

As to independent claim 1, Harada etal teach an information processing device 
(Portable Terminal 1, Fig.l) comprising" storage means (memory circuit 516, col. 13, lines 
50-60) for storing content data of predetermined content (predetermined amount of data, 
col. 13, lines 50-60); and display control means (console unit 519, LCD's 54, and VRAM, col. 
13, lines 55-65) for controlling display of the predetermined content ("...information of a 
predetermined format..." col. 6, lines 28*29; see also predetermined amount of data, col. 13, 
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lines 50*60) based on the stored content data (data red from the record medium, col. 14, line 
53), wherein: the predetermined content is divided into a plurality of blocks to be 
consecutively displayed: 



FIG. 21 



(A) 



References to a plurality of reference points designating blocks 
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(Harada etaL Fig. 21 A) 



As shown above in Fig. 21, Harada et al show nine blocks or "reference points" on the 
unmagnified screen (see also col. 22, lines 39-40; see also col. 13, lines 45-55). 
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As shown to the left, Harada et al. Fig 21(c) 
explicitly illustrates the divided areas with 
dashed lines and designates each divided area 
with "reference points... wherein the nine 
reference points are arranged at a center of 
nine divided areas of the respective display 



screens to cover an entire area of the respective display screens." CSfeelast three lines of 
claim 7). Harada et al. teach the blocks to be magnified areas (e.g. Fig 21c). Note that 
Harada et al. use the terminology "reference points" or "[other] 'predefined point' of the 
magnified area [to] allow the discrimination of the magnified area ." Col. 22, lines 18-20 
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(emphasis added). In addition, the content data includes positional data ("column data," col. 
15, lines 26-27) which relates to the blocks and which is for setting a position relatively 
found from the position of a previous block as the display position of a subsequent block. 
For example: 

To the left is a cut-away portion of Fig. 21 (from above) showing 
the blocks in sequence (l, 2, 3...N) relative to a position of a 
subsequent block (i.e. the one immediately to the right of it). 
Moreover, the display control means controls uses the positional 
data ("column data," col. 15, lines 26-27) to display the predetermined content 
("...information of a predetermined format..." col. 6, lines 28-29) sequentially controlling 
display of one predetermined block (sequentially display; col. 13, lines 7,17,21) in a 
predetermined position (e.g. nine positions, Fig. 21) in units of the blocks ("blocks," See Fig 
21(c) above). 

As to independent claim 4, Harada et al. teach an information processing method 
comprising (method, col. 1, line 63): a storage control step for controlling storage of content 
data (memory circuit 516, col. 13, lines 50*60) of predetermined content (predetermined 
amount of data, col. 13, lines 50-60); and a display control step (console unit 519, LCD's 54, 
and VRAM, col. 13, lines 55-65) for controlling, based on the content data (data red from 
the record medium, col. 14, line 53), in which the storage thereof is controlled in said 
storage control step, display of the predetermined content ("...information of a 
predetermined format..." col. 6, lines 28*29; see also predetermined amount of data, col. 13, 
lines 50-60), wherein: the predetermined content is divided into a plurality of blocks to be 
consecutively displayed, ("reference points... wherein the nine reference points are arranged 
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at a center of nine divided areas of the respective display screens to cover an entire area of 
the respective display screens." claim 7) and the content data includes positional data 
which relates to the blocks and which is for setting a position relatively found from the 
position of a previous block (e.g. the one immediately to the right of it) as the display 
position of a subsequent block; ("column data," col. 15, lines 26-27) and in said display 
control step, the display of the predetermined content ("...information of a predetermined 
format..." col. 6, lines 28-29) is controlled by, based on the positional data, sequentially 
controlling display of one predetermined block (sequentially display; col. 13, lines 7,17,21) 
in a predetermined position (e.g. nine positions, Fig. 21) in units of the blocks ("blocks," See 
Fig 21(c) above). 

As to independent claim 5, this claim only differs from claim 4 in that it is a claim to 
a product defined by the same process recited in claim 4. Therefore, claim 5 is rejected for 
the same reasons set forth in above. 

As to independent claim 6, this claim only differs from claim 4 in that it is a claim to 
a product defined by the same process recited in claim 4. Therefore, claim 6 is rejected for 
the same reasons set forth in above. 

As to dependent claim 2, Harada et al further teach, the limitations of claim 1, 
wherein the display control means controls two different screens (LCDs 54, col. 14, line 65), 
and in said display control means, display of the content based on the content data on one 
screen is controlled (magnification button and cursor button 80A and 80B control one 
screen, col. 13, fines 56-67) and display on the other screen of content formed by enlarging 
the predetermined block in the predetermined content is controlled, as shown below. 
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Block 



Enlargement on other screen 



*2 54-1 




Fig. 21 (Instant Application) 



IN MAGNIFICATION MODE STANDARD DISPLAY tS MADE 
ON ONE SCREEN AND MAGNIFIED DISPLAY IS MADE ON 
OTHER SCREEN 

OVERALL DISPLAY IS ALWAYS MADE ON ONE SCREEN 



(Harada eta/. Fig. 20D) 



As compared above, Harada et al. teach in Fig. 20D, inter alia, the predetermined block for 
which enlargement is directed. 

As to dependent claim 3, Harada et al further teach, the limitations of claim 1, 
wherein, when enlargement is directed for the predetermined block (Fig 20D, above) said 
display control means extracts pieces of the content data ("...the data on the record medium 
is read and... decompressed... by the decompressor 513 and it is transferred to the memory 
circuit 515," col. 18, lines 14-18) which relate to the predetermined block for which the 
enlargement is directed (display control means is able to direct enlargement, i.e. a VRAM 
516 that is divided into two parts corresponding to the two display screens 54*1 and 54-2 of 
the LCD 54.), and controls content based on the pieces of the content data so as to be 
displayed at a predetermined magnification (e.g. magnified by a factor of two, col. 13, fines 
64-65). 
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Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicants disclosure. 

[1] Kuno et al (US Pat. No. 5,467,102) for teaching a portable display 

device capable of presenting simultaneous display of different parts of 
the document in reasonable sizes on at least two display screens. 

[2] Reavey et al (US Pat. No. 5,847,698) for teaching an electronic book 
device with means for orientating the material on the electronic 
display unit responsive to an opening position of the electronic book 
device. 

[3] Rohrabaugh et al (PGPUB 20020091738 Al) for teaching resolution- 
independent vector display of internet content to allow it to be scaled 
(zoomed) larger and smaller for better viewing or to fit any resolution 
or screen size. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Samir Termanini whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1047. The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM - 4PM, Monday-Friday (alternating 
Fridays off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7772. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see httpV/pair-direct. uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Samir Termanini 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2179 
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CHANH D. NGUYEN \J 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




